Basic Information
1.  Clothing:  Bring comfortable, casual clothing, good walking shoes, some kind of light jacket or sweater, and a few outfits suitable to wear to congregation.  Clothing that can be layered is helpful, since it may be quite cool in Jerusalem and warm in Tiberias etc. Because of altitude differences, it can be cold in Jerusalem or up on the Golan, but hot in Tiberias or the Jordan valley. It will be the beginning of the rainy season there so some kind of jacket or something that will shed water, as well as closed shoes could come in handy.  Please also bring some clothes suitable for working outside (for the apple picking time). We ask that you NOT bring shorts, as these are not appropriate in the Druze community where we will be helping with the harvest, nor are the shorts appropriate in the conservative Jewish neighborhood in which we live in Tiberias.
2.  Personal items:  Items such as contact lens solution, band aids, deodorant etc. can be expensive in Israel.  Take what you need.  You may want a neck pillow for the plane ride over. You may like to have (but is not necessary) a water bottle insulator as we will carry water everywhere! 
3.  Electricity in Israel is the same as Europe, 220 V.  If you bring electric razors, blow dryers etc. be sure to have a converter and an adaptor plug (available from Wal-mart, Radio Shack, Kmart etc.)

4.  Cameras: This info may be obsolete in the digital age, but just in case you use a film type camera...... Buy your supply of film before you leave.  It is readily available in Israel but expensive.  If it's your first trip, and you like to take pictures, I recommend that you take at least 8 rolls of film with you.  Check your battery, if you think you might need another one buy it the U.S.  There are hundreds of "Kodak moments" waiting for you!

5.  Spending money:  It really depends on the individual, usually approx $500 should be sufficient.  But you know your taste!  American Express travelers' checks are readily accepted, and are refundable if lost.  Also Visa and Master Card are accepted all over Israel, and are probably the best bet for large purchases ($50 or more).  Cash is easier to bargain with if you are looking for bargains.
6.  It is a good idea to make a copy of the inside of your passport and pack it inside your suitcase.  Should your passport be misplaced or lost (perish the thought!!) if we have a copy, the passport can be replaced within hours.  Without it, it could take days.
7.  Luggage limits:  Please plan to pack light (1 suitcase and 1 carry-on if possible...unless you are hauling/bringing items for the houses...luggage space in the van is limited).  Plan to wear the same outfit more than once.  Put shampoo, and other items into smaller containers that will hold 10-12 day’s worth.   Consolidate.  Stuff every empty cavity with something i.e.,  fill up your shoes with socks or underwear. We want to be able to move around easily. Too much luggage is a real inconvenience.  Carry-on bag:  Do not have any sharp items in your carry-on.  No knives, nail clippers, files, scissors etc., and now we must add, "no liquids, gels or creams over 3 ounces."  Be sure to pack at least one change of clothes and your toothbrush and a few days supply of any medicines you will need in your carry-on bag for "insurance" against an accidental spill or any delay in luggage arrival.  
8.  If your family or friends need to reach you they can reach our house in Tiberias by dialing 011 972 4 679-7150.    We will have a cell phone with the group and our stewards there will know how to find us at any time.

9.  Offerings:  You will be given an opportunity to sow into Apple of His Eye Ministries as well into various other ministries. Most are legitimate.  Please check with me before giving or promising money to anyone, and tell us if anyone asks you for money.
